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Increased Public Awareness

Some of the Benefits of Being a National Directory Member 
of the American Academy of Spine Physicians
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AASP ANNOUNCES NEW EDUCATIONAL SPONSORS

The American Academy of Spine Physicians (AASP) proudly announces educational alliances with Cert Health 

Sciences and Axiom Worldwide.  Both companies have recently become Educational Sponsors of the AASP and are 

committed to helping the AASP promote conservative and cooperative spinecare.  The Academy welcomes Axiom 

Worldwide and Cert Health Sciences and gratefully acknowledges their support.  They are to be commended for their 

assistance in furthering the AASP National Spinecare Awareness Initiative.  

Potential for More 
Referrals

OPENING OF THE NATIONAL DIRECTORY OF SPINE PHYSICIANS

The American Academy of Spine Physicians (AASP) is opening up its National Directory of 

Spine Physicians (NDSP) in an effort to further develop the AASP Physician Referral Network, 

expand the Spinecare Awareness Initiative and provide the public with additional access to spine 

physicians.  
The AASP is committed to improving the online directory. This is often the first place the public 

comes to look for a spine specialist and to find answers to their spinecare related questions. 

Subsequently, it remains imperative that the directory be complete, accurate and user friendly.  

The physician search function will be expanded to increase accuracy and efficiency of use and the 

listings will be updated and expanded.  

Increased Practice Visibility

GROWING PUBLIC USE OF THE INTERNET TO ACCESS

 SPINECARE INFORMATION

It is estimated that over 150 million people rely on the Internet each year to research 

health-related information.  One of the most common health conditions researched on the 

Internet is back pain. The American Academy of Spine Physicians (AASP) is preparing 

its members to meet this growing interest and demand. 

The World Wide Web has placed a greater demand on all physicians to be better at what 

they do and how they educate their patients.  The physician in private practice outside a 

large healthcare system will struggle to keep up.  A growing number of people are using 

the Internet to find a specialist or subspecialist rather than going to the yellow pages.  Pa-

tients do not always rely on their attending physician; they go to the Internet to research 

therapeutic options and make sure their physician or physicians are reviewing all of their 

reasonable options.  The American Academy of Spine Physicians (AASP) is committed 

to making peer-reviewed information available to its membership in both printed and 

electronic formats.  The AASP provides a spinecare information system which members 

can rely on to better serve their patients

The effectiveness of spinecare is dependent upon timely 
intervention, continuity of care, interdisciplinary 

communication and realistic expectations.

Through the National Directory, patients are able to find a 
spine specialist.  By utilizing the link to the AASP’s general 
website (www.spinephysicians.org), the public is able to 
become better educated about specific spinecare needs and  
can learn about the benefits of cooperative spinecare
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AASP MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN COURSE FOR SPINE SURGEONS

Members of the American Academy of Spine Physicians (AASP) participated in a successful course for neurosurgeons 

and orthopedic surgeons titled: Complications of Spine Operations: Pitfalls, Avoidance and Management. George 

Dohrmann, MD, PhD, neurosurgeon at the University of Chicago and member of the AASP Academy Council served 

as the Course Director and Stephen Ondra, neurosurgeon at Northwestern University and also a Member of AASP 

Academy Council served as one of the Co-Directors along with Frank Phillips, orthopedic surgeon at Rush University 

in Chicago. The course was held at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare on September 23rd and 24th   in Rosemont, Illinois and 

covered 18 topics presented by 16 well known speakers.  

 
The course offered 20 hours of continuing medical education credits to its participants. The Directors of the course plan 

to offer it again next year. The Academy will announce the availability of the course when it is scheduled.
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